
Want to know more?  Read the paper  

‘Het pensioenperspectief van basisbanen’ 

Principal Findings
• A variety of contract forms and terms of

employment exist for basic jobs.

• Some employment contracts provide a

mandatory minimum wage and a second

pillar pension scheme, whereas others do

not.

• The new collective labour agreement ‘Let’s

Work’ might be an opportunity to provide

pension perspectives as equally a tailor-

made arrangement that fits the specific

characteristics of the workers concerned.

• A trade-off seems to exist in the current

situation: more comprehensive terms of

employment, including pension arrange-

ments, limit the financial possibilities to

expand the number of basic jobs.

Various Dutch municipalities are experimenting with basic jobs on a pilot basis. Basic jobs 

are forms of non-regular paid work for people on social assistance benefits who are not 

expected to get a job on the regular labour market but do not belong to the target group 

of sheltered employment either. Several political parties and other organisations are ad-

vocating a large-scale introduction of basic jobs. However, no systematic thought has yet 

been given to the pension perspective of these jobs. This study serves to inform possible 

political choices about the future of basic jobs by sketching pension options for this group 

of workers that could help prevent new flaws in the pension system.

Figure: A basic job

Key Takeaways for the Industry
• Discussions about basic jobs should consider the importance of meaningful work and the principle

that everybody who works deserves a reasonable pension provision.

• Provide clear communication about pension perspectives when offering people a basic job.
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