


Summary (1)

« Paper studies changes in contact with the mother and
the father in five western countries over a 15-year
period.

« Dataset: ISSP 1986 and 2001
 Countries: UK,US, GER, Austria, Italy

o Sample selection: children aged 18-70 with at least
one parent.

 |nfo on face-to-face and other contacts with mother
(father)

 Regression and decomposition analysis (Oaxaca).

 Decomposition analysis simple (regression coefficients
constant across countries and time)



Summary (I): Hypotheses

« Hla: Women’s work has a negative effect on contact
with parents (NOT FOUND (?))

 H2a: Church attendance has a positive effect on
contact with parents (YES)

« H3a: 1) Education has a negative effect on face-to-
face contact and 2) Education has a positive effect on
telephone contact (YES))

« HA4a: Sibsize has a negative effect on contact with
parents (YES)

« Hb5a: A parental divorce has a negative effect on
contact with fathers (NOT INVESTIGATED HERE)

» H6a: Children who are married have less contact with
their parents than single children (OPPOSITE SIGN
FOR FATHERS)



Comments

« Relationship between parent and child changes
dramatically as the child becomes older (cf. your
hypotheses).

« Perform analysis on subsamples (e.g. age<30,30-
49,50+)

More regressors:

Family size;
Hours of work

W N e

Income



Comments(2)

 Also Info on face-to-face and other contacts with
daughters and sons.

1. Compare this info with the info on contacts with
parents. Ideally this information should be consistent.

2. Investigate the effect of parental characteristics on
intergenerational contacts (divorce).

e Following variables included in model: (having a job)
and (having a job)*male. Are those two variables jointly
significant? (I would drop the interaction term.

« Effect of age, declining (mothers)??

» Face-to-face-contacts: Regression coefficients not
time and country specific



